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Selection of Appropriate Wedding Readings  

Old Testament 

Genesis 1:26-28, 31 

God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have 

dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the 

cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the 

earth.” So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created 

him; male and female he created them. And God blessed them, and God said to 

them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have 

dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every 

living thing that moves upon the earth. And God saw everything that he had 

made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was 

morning, a sixth day 

Genesis 2:18-24 

The LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him 

a helper fit for him.” So out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the 

field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would 

call them; and whatever the man called every living creature, that was its 

name.  The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every 

beast of the field; but for the man there was not found a helper fit for him. So the 

LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one 

of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh;  and the rib which the LORD God had 

taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man.  Then the 

man said, 

“This at last is bone of my bones 

    and flesh of my flesh; 

she shall be called Woman, 

    because she was taken out of Man.” 

 Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and cleaves to his wife, and 

they become one flesh. 
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Song of Songs 2:8-10, 14, 16; 8:6-7 

The voice of my beloved! 

    Behold, he comes, 

leaping upon the mountains, 

    bounding over the hills. 

My beloved is like a gazelle, 

    or a young stag. 

Behold, there he stands 

    behind our wall, 

gazing in at the windows, 

    looking through the lattice. 

 My beloved speaks and says to me: 

“Arise, my love, my fair one, 

    and come away. 

My beloved is mine and I am his, 

    he pastures his flock among the lilies 

Ecclesiasticus 26:1-4, 13-16 

Happy is the husband of a good wife; 

    the number of his days will be doubled. 

 A loyal wife rejoices her husband, 

    and he will complete his years in peace. 

A good wife is a great blessing; 

    she will be granted among the blessings of the man who fears the Lord. 

Whether rich or poor, his heart is glad, 

    and at all times his face is cheerful. 

A wife’s charm delights her husband, 

    and her skill puts fat on his bones. 

 A silent wife is a gift of the Lord, 

    and there is nothing so precious as a disciplined soul. 

 A modest wife adds charm to charm, 

    and no balance can weigh the value of a chaste soul. 

Like the sun rising in the heights of the Lord, 

    so is the beauty of a good wife in her well-ordered home 
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Epistle 

Romans 12:1-2, 9-18  

I appeal to you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 

as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 

worship.  Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewal of 

your mind, that you may prove what is the will of God, what is good and 

acceptable and perfect. Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what 

is good; 10 love one another with brotherly affection; outdo one another in 

showing honour. Never flag in zeal, be aglow with the Spirit, serve the Lord. 

Rejoice in your hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to 

the needs of the saints, practice hospitality. 

 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those 

who rejoice, weep with those who weep.  Live in harmony with one another; do 

not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; never be conceited. Repay no one 

evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If possible, so far 

as it depends upon you, live peaceably with all. 

I Corinthians 12:32-13:8 

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy 

gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all 

mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, 

but have not love, I am nothing. If I give away all I have, and if I deliver my body to 

be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. Love is patient and kind; love is not 

jealous or boastful; it is not arrogant or rude. Love does not insist on its own way; 

it is not irritable or resentful;  it does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the 

right. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 

things. Love never ends; as for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, 

they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 
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Ephesians 5:2, 21-33 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering 

and sacrifice to God. Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

Wives, be subject to your husbands, as to the Lord.  For the husband is the head 

of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its 

Saviour.  As the church is subject to Christ, so let wives also be subject in 

everything to their husbands. Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the 

church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed 

her by the washing of water with the word, that he might present the church to 

himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be 

holy and without blemish. Even so husbands should love their wives as their own 

bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. For no man ever hates his own flesh, 

but nourishes and cherishes it, as Christ does the church, because we are 

members of his body. “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother 

and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” This is a great 

mystery, and I mean in reference to Christ and the church; however, let each one 

of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her 

husband. 

I John 4:7-12 

Beloved, let us love one another; for love is of God, and he who loves is born of 

God and knows God. He who does not love does not know God; for God is love. In 

this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son 

into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved 

God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the expiation for our sins. 

Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No man has ever 

seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in 

us. 
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Gospel 

Matthew 5:13-16 

“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltness 

be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and 

trodden under foot by men. “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill 

cannot be hid. Nor do men light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a stand, 

and it gives light to all in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they 

may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 

John 2:1-11 

There was a marriage at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there; 

Jesus also was invited to the marriage, with his disciples. When the wine failed, 

the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said to her, “O 

woman, what have you to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” His mother 

said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” Now six stone jars were 

standing there, for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty 

gallons. Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to 

the brim. He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the steward of the 

feast.” So they took it. When the steward of the feast tasted the water now 

become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who 

had drawn the water knew), the steward of the feast called the bridegroom and 

said to him, “Every man serves the good wine first; and when men have drunk 

freely, then the poor wine; but you have kept the good wine until now.” This, the 

first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory; and his 

disciples believed in him. 

Mark 10:6-9 

Jesus said, “From the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 

‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his 

wife, and the two shall become one.’ So they are no longer two but one. What 

therefore God has joined together, let not man put asunder.” 

Matthew 22:35-40 

A lawyer, asked Jesus a question, to test him. “Teacher, which is the great 

commandment in the law?” And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the great 
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and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it, You shall love your neighbour 

as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the law and the prophets.” 

 


