The wedding of
xxxxx
and

xxxxxx
[image: image1.jpg]



Day Month Year
Time
Jesuit Church of the Immaculate Conception
Farm Street, London
Example of Wedding Order of Service with choir. Readings, hymns, and music can be changed.
ENTRANCE OF THE CLERGY

Please stand as the servers and clergy enter and take their places.
ENTRANCE OF THE BRIDE
Canon in ‘D’




Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706)
WELCOME

Fr xxxx  invites xxxx and xxxx to the sanctuary, for their marriage. 
HYMN

O PERFECT Love, all human thought transcending,

   Lowly we kneel in prayer before thy throne,

That theirs may be the love which knows no ending

   Whom thou for evermore dost join in one.

O perfect Life, be thou their full assurance

   Of tender charity and steadfast faith,

Of patient hope, and quiet brave endurance,

  With childlike trust that fears nor pain nor death.

Grant them the joy which brightens earthly sorrow,
  Grant them the peace which calms all earthly strife;
And to life’s day the glorious unknown morrow,
   That dawns upon eternal love and life.

 Mrs. Dorothy F. Gurney (1858-1932)

‘Sandringham’ – Joseph Barnby (1838-96)

SIGN OF THE CROSS
Standing, the congregation sign themselves with the Sign of the Cross. 

Priest:

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Response.

Amen.
Pr: 

The Lord be with you.

R.

And with your spirit.
Pr. We have come rejoicing into the house of the Lord

for this celebration, dear brothers and sisters,

and now we stand with xxx and xxx,

on the day they intend to form a home of their own.

For them this is a moment of unique importance.

So let us support them

with our affection,

with our friendship,

and with our prayer as their brothers and sisters.

Let us listen attentively with them

to the word that God speaks to us today.

Then, with holy Church,

let us humbly pray to God the Father,

through Christ our Lord,

for this couple, his servants,

that he lovingly accept them,

bless them,

and make them always one.

OPENING PRAYER
Pr. Let us pray.

O God, who in creating the human race

willed that man and wife should be one,

join, we pray, in a bond of inseparable love

these your servants who are to be united in the covenant of Marriage,
so that, as you make their love fruitful,

they may become, by your grace, witnesses to charity itself.

Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.
Please sit for the readings. 
FIRST READING
A reading from the Book of Genesis
Genesis 1:26-31
Read by xxxxxx

God said, ‘Let us make man in our own image, in the likeness of ourselves, and let them be masters of the fish of the sea, the birds of heaven, the cattle, all the wild beasts and all the reptiles that crawl upon the earth.’

  God created man in the image of himself,

  In the image of God he created him,

  Male and female he created them.

God blessed them, saying to them, ‘Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth and conquer it. Be masters of the fish of the sea, the birds of heaven and all living animals on the earth.’  God saw all he had made, and indeed it was very good.

Reader: The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psalm 127 (128)

Congregation Response: O blessed are those who fear the Lord!
O blessed are those who fear the Lord

and walk in his ways!

By the labour of your hands you shall eat.

You will be happy and prosper.  (R.)
Your wife will be like a fruitful vine

in the heart of your house;

your children like shoots of the olive,

around your table.  (R.)

Indeed thus shall be blessed

the man who fears the Lord.

May the Lord bless you from Zion

all the days of your life!

May you see your children’s children.  (R.)

SECOND READING
A reading from the Epistle to the Hebrews
Hebrews 13:1-6
Read by xxxxxx
Continue to love each other like brothers, and remember always to welcome strangers, for by doing this, some people have entertained angels without knowing it.  Keep in mind those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with them; and those who are being badly treated, since you too are in the one body. Marriage is to be honoured by all, and marriages are to be kept undefiled.

  Put greed out of your lives and be content with whatever you have; God himself has said: I will not fail you or desert you, and so we can say with confidence: With the Lord to help me, I fear nothing.

Reader: The word of the Lord.

R.: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The ‘Alleluia’, which precedes the Gospel reading, will be chanted. Please stand.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

God is love;

Let us love one another

As God has loved us. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

THE GOSPEL
Mark 10: 6-9

Pr. 
The Lord be with you.

R. 
And with your spirit.

Pr. 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark.

R. 
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said, ‘From the beginning of creation God made them male and female. This is why a man must leave father and mother, and the two become one body. They are no longer two, therefore, but one body. So then, what God has united, man must not divide.’

Pr. 
The Gospel of the Lord.

R. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY
RITE OF MARRIAGE
THE BLESSING AND GIVING OF RINGS
THE SIGNING OF THE REGISTER
THE BIDDING PRAYERS
The bidding prayers are read by xxxxx
Dear brothers and sisters,

as we call to mind the special gift of grace and charity

by which God has been pleased to crown and consecrate

the love of our sister xxxx and our brother xxx,

let us commend them to the Lord.

That these faithful Christians, xxx and xxx,

newly joined in Holy Matrimony,

may always enjoy health and well-being,

let us pray to the Lord.

R. Lord, graciously hear us.
That he will bless their covenant

as he chose to sanctify marriage at Cana in Galilee,

let us pray to the Lord.  (R.)
That they be granted perfect and fruitful love,

peace and strength,

and that they bear faithful witness

to the name of Christian,

let us pray to the Lord.  (R.)

That the Christian people

may grow in virtue day by day

and that all who are burdened by any need

may receive the help of grace from above,

let us pray to the Lord. (R.)
That the grace of the Sacrament

will be renewed by the Holy Spirit

in all married persons here present,

let us pray to the Lord. (R.)
The Ave Maria
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Pr. At the Saviour’s command 

and formed by divine teaching,
we dare to say:

R.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,

thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
THE NUPTIAL BLESSING
The priest, standing and facing the bride and bridegroom, invokes upon them God’s blessing: 
The Bride and Bridegroom kneel.

The priest, with hands joined, calls upon those present to pray:
Dear brothers and sisters,

let us humbly pray to the Lord

that on these his servants, now married in Christ,

he may mercifully pour out

the blessing of his grace

and make of one heart in love

by the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood

those he has joined by a holy covenant.

 All pray in silence for a moment.
 Then the Priest, with hands extended over the bride and bridegroom continues:
Holy Father,

who formed man in your own image,

male and female you created them,

so that as husband and wife, united in body and heart,

they might fulfil their calling in the world;

O God, who, to reveal the great design you formed

  in your love,

willed that the love of spouses for each other

should foreshadow the covenant you graciously made

  with your people,

so that, by fulfilment of the sacramental sign,

the mystical marriage of Christ with his Church

might become manifest

in the union of husband and wife among your faithful;

Graciously stretch out your right hand

Over these your servants xxxx and xxxx, we pray,

And pour into their hearts the power of the Holy Spirit.

Grant, O Lord,

that, as they enter upon this sacramental union,

they may share with one another the gifts of your love

and, by being for each other a sign of your presence,

become one heart and one mind.
May they also sustain, O Lord, by their deeds

the home they are forming

and prepare their children

to become members of your heavenly household

by raising them in the way of the Gospel.

Graciously crown with your blessings your daughter xxx,

so that, by being a good wife and mother,

she may bring warmth to her home with a love that is pure

and adorn it with welcoming graciousness.
Bestow a heavenly blessing, O Lord,

on xxx, your servant,

that he may be a worthy, good and

faithful husband and a provident father.

Grant, holy Father,

that, desiring to approach your table

as a couple joined in Marriage in your presence,

they may one day have the joy

of taking part in your great banquet in heaven.

Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.
SOLEMN BLESSING
Pr. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
The Priest says:
Bow down for the blessing.

The Priest, with hands extended over the bride and bridegroom, says:

May God the eternal Father
keep you of one heart in love for one another,

that the peace of Christ may dwell in you

and abide always in your home.

R. Amen.
May you be blessed in your children,

have solace in your friends

and enjoy true peace with everyone.

R. Amen.
May you be witnesses in the world to God’s charity,

so that the afflicted and needy who have known your kindness

may one day receive you thankfully

into the eternal dwelling of God.

R. Amen.
 And he blesses all the people, adding:

And may almighty God bless all of you, who are gathered here,

the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.
  Then the Priest says the Dismissal:

Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life. 

R. Thanks be to God.
[image: image2.png]



